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English III CPA Summer Reading Assignment 

The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time by Mark Haddon 

 

I. The novel you will read this summer is The Curious Incident of the Dog in  the Night-

Time by Mark Haddon. Use one of these links: 

https://docs.google.com/viewer?a=v&pid=sites&srcid=ZGVmYXVsdGRvbWFpbnxzaG

9ydHN0b3J5MTAxbmVmdXxneDo3NmZkNGFjZGI2MzZmMjE5  

or 

https://ia800709.us.archive.org/14/items/TheCuriousIncidentOfTheDogInTheNightTime

MarkHaddon/The%20Curious%20Incident%20Of%20The%20Dog%20In%20The%20Ni

ght-time%2C%20Mark%20Haddon.pdf  

You might also be able to find it at your local library. 

 

II. The reading comprehension questions are for you to use in order to take notes as you 

read.  These questions will help you to better understand the book.  Your notes/responses 

will NOT be collected.   

 

III. You will complete the unit test (objective and/or essay) on the SECOND day of class.  

Use the reading guide questions in order to prepare for the unit test.  Be prepared to 

answer questions about plot, characters, themes, literary devices, etc.  The unit test will 

count as a unit assessment grade. 
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I. Pages 1-21 

 

1. Identify:  

a. Wellington 

b. Mrs. Shears 

c. Mr. Boone 

d. Mrs. Boone 

e. Siobhan 

f. Mr. Shears 

g. Mrs. Alexander 

 

2. What are the pictures Siobhan shows Christopher and why does he need them? 

3. Why does Christopher like dogs? What does this tell you about him? 

4. Explain why Christopher likes only murder mystery novels. 

5. What do you notice about Christopher’s descriptions of the policeman and policewoman? 

6. Explain why Christopher has trouble answering the policeman’s questions.\ 

7. When does Christopher groan? Why? 

8. Explain why Christopher hit the policeman. 

9. How did Christopher feel after the policeman arrested him? Why? 

10. Describe Christopher’s thoughts as he is being taken to the police station. 

11. How are prime numbers like life, according to Christopher? 

12. What was it about the police cell that Christopher found “nice”? 

13. Explain the two reasons Christopher finds people confusing. 

14. Describe Christopher’s thoughts. (page 19) 

15. Describe Mr. Boone’s reaction to Christopher; can you see why he’d be angry? 

 

II. Pages 22-50 

1. Describe Christopher’s reaction to his mother’s illness. Is he unhappy? 

2. Explain how Christopher decides the following: 

a. Good Day 

b. Black Day 

c. Quite Good Day 

d. Super Good Day 

      3. How does Christopher see himself? 

      4. Describe Christopher’s reaction to his mother’s death. Does he seem unhappy?        

      5. Why does Christopher not always do what he is told to do?  

      6. Explain how Christopher feels about strangers. Why can’t he look at them? 

      7. In the conversation with Mrs. Alexander, what is revealed about Christopher? 

      8. In what ways is Christopher different from the others at this school? 
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III. Pages 50-80 

1. After reading of Christopher’s behavioral problems, which do you think would create 

the most difficulty for him? 

2. What makes Mr. Boone so angry? 

3. Explain why Christopher thinks he’d make a good astronaut. 

4. What did Mrs. Alexander tell Christopher about his mother? How did he react to this 

news? 

5. Why do you think Christopher likes math diagrams so much? 

6. Describe Christopher’s reaction to Sherlock Holmes. What does it tell you about the 

way his mind works? 

7. When Siobhan asks Christopher if he is sad about the affair of his mother and Mr. 

Shears, he says that he is not. How does he explain this? 

8. Describe Christopher’s thinking as revealed on pages 77-80. 

 

IV. Pages 80-124 

 

1. Why did Christopher hit his father? 

2. Explain Christopher’s opinion of Sir Arthur Conan Doyle. 

3. What is Occam’s Razor? 

4. Where did Christopher find the book he had been writing? What else did he find? 

5. Why do you think Mr. Boone told his son that his mother was dead? 

6. According to Christopher, when is a mystery not a mystery? 

7. How did Christopher’s mother explain her actions? Why do you think Mr. Boone had 

kept the letters hidden from his son? 

8. How did reading the letters affect Christopher? Why? 

9. How did Mr. Boone try to comfort him? 

10. According to Christopher, how are people like computers? 

11. When Mr. Boone tries to explain his actions, Christopher cannot accept his words and 

he leaves the house. Why is he so determined to leave his father? 

 

V. Pages 124-220 

1. Explain why Christopher rejects the idea that the constellation Orion looks like a 

hunter. What does this tell you about the way his mind works? 

2. Describe the logic that led Christopher to decide to go to his mother in London. Again, 

what does this tell you about the way his mind works? 

3. List the conflicts that Christopher encounters in his attempt to take the train and 

explain how he solved them. (pgs. 135-154) 

a. How did Christopher escape the policeman?  

b. Describe his other encounters with other people on the train. 

c. Why did it take so long for Christopher to get on to the underground to    

Willesden Junction? 

d. How did Christopher find his way to his mother’s apartment? 

e. How did Mr. Shears react to having Christopher stay with them? 

f. Describe Mr. Boone’s attempts to win Christopher’s confidence. 
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g. How was it finally possible for Christopher to stay with his father during the time that 

his mother was ill? 

h. In your opinion, what did having the dog do for Christopher? 

i. What did Christopher’s trip to London do for his self-confidence? 

This book provides an insight into the mind of the narrator who has Asperger’s 

Syndrome. He explains his thoughts and reactions to many different social situations.  

 

Once you have completed the novel, consider the following questions: 

 

I. How does Christopher react to the following stimulus or situation: 

a. large groups of people 

b. change of any kind 

c. noise 

d. light 

e. colors 

f. people touching him 

 

II. List the defenses Christopher has for the situations that upset him. 

 

III. You should be able to discuss the reaction of these people to Christopher. What do they do to 

help him? What do they do that hurts him? 

a. Mrs. Shears 

b. Mrs. Alexander 

c. Siobhan 

d. his mother 

e. Mr. Boone, his father 

f. Mr. Shears 

g. the various policemen he encounters 

h. newsstand operator 

i. woman at the Information Desk 


